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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ransom et al. (hereinafter "Ransom", US Patent Publication 2005/0138432 A1). 

As per claim 1 , Ransom discloses a framework for communicating between central 
message exchange server and one or more heterogeneous external data sources, 
comprising: 

an adapter engine comprising one or more adapters, wherein each adapter is 
configured to connect, via messaging, an external data source operating using a native 
message format and the central message exchange server using an extensible markup 
language (XML) messaging format (paragraphs [0058, 0063, 0075, 0080]). 

As per claim 2, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1 , wherein 
the one or more adapters include an inbound adapter configured to receive a message 
from the external data source in the native message fomiat, extract data from the 
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message and provide the data in an XML message to the central message exchange 
server (paragraph [0075]). 

As per claim 3, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1 , wherein 
the one or more adapters include an outbound adapter configured to receive data in an 
XML message from the central message exchange server, extract the data from the 
XML message, and send the data to the external data source in the native message 
format (paragraph [0086]). 

As per claim 4, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1 , wherein 
the external data source and the central message exchange server communicate via a 
hypertext transport protocol (HTTP) (paragraph [0080]). 

As per claim 5, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1. wherein 
the central message exchange server operates using a simple object access protocol 
(SOAP) (paragraph [0058]). 

As per claim 6, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 2, wherein 
the external data source includes a sending application (paragraph [0065, 0070]). 

As per claim 7, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1, wherein 
each adapter includes aninbound and outbound adapter pair, wherein the inbound 
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adapter is configured to receive a message from the external data source in the native 
message format, extract data from the message and provide the data in an XML 
message to the central message exchange server, and wherein the outbound adapter is 
configured to receive data in an XML message from the central message exchange 
server, extract the data from the XML message, and send the data to the external data 
source in the native message format (paragraph [0100]). 

As per claim 8, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1 , wherein 
the adapter engine further includes an adapter monitor for monitoring the operation of 
each adapter and presenting monitoring information to a graphical user interface (GUI) 
(paragraph [0042]). 

As per claim 9, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 8, further 
including a GUI engine for generating the GUI and displaying the monitoring information 
(paragraph [0067]). 

As per claim 10, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 8, further 
including an infomnation log for logging the monitoring information (paragraph [0079]). 

As per claim 1 1 , Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 8, further 
including an identification log for logging message identifiers of each message 
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communicated through an adapter (paragraph [0097]). 

As per claim 12. Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 7, wherein 
the inbound adapter includes an HTTP client, and the outbound adapter includes an 
HTTP server (paragraph [0080]). 

As per claim 13, Ransom discloses the framework in accordance with claim 1 , wherein 
the adapter engine includes a Java application cpnfigured to communicate via HTTP 
(paragraph [0080]). 

As per claim 14, Ransom discloses a method for communicating between central 
message exchange server and one or more heterogeneous external data sources, 
comprising: 

instantiating an adapter based on a message format used by the external data source, 
wherein the message format is non-compliant with an extensible markup language 
protocol used by the central message exchange server (paragraphs [0058, 0080); 
connecting the external data source to the central message exchange server via the 
adapter (paragraph [0063, 0075]); 

communicating data between the external data source and the central message 
exchange sen/er through the adapter (paragraphs [0067, 0070]). 
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As per claim 15, Ransom discloses the method in accordance with claim 14, wherein 
the adapter is an inbound adapter, and the method Includes receiving data from the 
external data source and sending the data to the central message exchange server in 
an XML message (paragraph [0075]). 

As per claim 16, Ransom discloses the method in accordance with claim 14; wherein 
the adapter is an outbound adapter, and the method includes receiving data in an XML 
message from the central message exchange server and sending the data to the 
external data source in a fomiat native to the external data source (paragraph [0086]). 

As per claim 17, Ransom discloses the method in accordance with claim 15, wherein 
the data is received from the external data source in a fomriat native to the external data 
source, and sent according to an XML fomriat used by the central message exchange 
server (paragraph [0063]). 

As per claim 18, Ransom disclose the method in accordance with claim 16, wherein the 
data is received in an XML format used by the central message exchange server, and 
sent in a format native to the external data source (paragraph [0059-0061]). 

As per claim 19, Ransom discloses the method in accordance with claim 14, wherein 
the adapter includes an inbound/outbound adapter pair (paragraph [0078]). 
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As per claim 20, Ransom discloses a method for communicating between central 
message exchange server and one or more heterogeneous external data sources, 
comprising: 

instantiating an adapter based on a data type used by the external data source, wherein 
the adapter includes an inbound adapter configured to receive data from the external 
data source and send the data in a message to the central message exchange server, 
and an outbound adapter configured to receive data in a message from the central 
message exchange server and send the data to the external data source (paragraphs 
[0058. 0080]); 

connecting the external data source to the central message exchange server via the 
adapter (paragraphs [0067, 0070]); 

communicating data between the external data source and the central message 
exchange server through the adapter (paragraph [0062]). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated infomiation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Barbara N Burgess 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 



May 14. 2007 
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